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Correspondence from Germany
(From Matheus Hantschko)
Post 107 near Spremberg, May 10,1913

Dear Readers of the Volksblatt in faraway
Texas!

This year is turning out to be another
arid fruitless one. There is very little fruit
because most the bloom was lost in the
freeze. We’ve been having dry easterly
winds for the past 14 days and if this
continues for another 14 days, everything
will become more expensive than it is now,
already. Beef and pork costs 80 Pfennig,
butter 1.45 Mark per pound, eggs 1 Mark
for 15. — On May 6, workers found the
consul of law, Adolf Kraetschmar from
Slamen, who had been missed for some
days, dead above ground in the Grausteiner
heather near Tuerkendorf. Kraetschmar,
who had been separated from his wife, was
the only son of his widowed mother with
whom he lived in the same house until her
death. Kraetschmar sold the homestead
after the death of his mother and invested
the proceeds, except for 800 Mark, in
Schnapps while he lived with strangers.
Kraetschmar survived solely on Schnapps
during the days prior to his tragic end; he
was thus “a victim to booze!”

Spremberg had its annual fair on May 7,
during good weather, but many of the stalls
were empty; it is no longer as it was in the
past, with annual fairs no longer attended
as much by merchants or customers.

The supervisor of the registration office
at Spremberg, Hermann Noack, died on
May 9 at the age of 54 years, 7 months and
21 days. —

| find a lengthy article from the pen of a
Mr. K. Marten about the shooter’s guild of
Spremberg and the marksmen’s fairs of the
past and will include the subject newspaper
segment in the hope that such will have
appeal for the Texas shooters.
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Records of the emergence of the
Shooter’s Guild at Spremberg go back only
to 1663 since earlier records have been lost
to the occurring fires. It is clearly known
from the writings, dated September 22,
1694, by Duke Christian 1l that the guild
was already privileged in 1658. This
privileging of the guild was lost in the fire
of 1671 and Duke Christian renewed it on
April 4, 1684 and it remains in the same
form to this very day. The association of
the shooters of Spremberg is, most likely,
much older and was already established
during the 15th century however, the
records thereof have been lost in the
turmoil of the 30 Years War. In 1663, the
Schuetzenvogelkoenig [champion of the
bird shoot], Cantor Bielten, and the
Scheibenkoenig [champion of target
shoot], Mayor M. Hueffner, each planted a
linden tree in front of the shooters club
house (today’s civic house). The linden
trees were removed during new
construction in 1841. The guild still had 44
members at the time of the 1681 census.

In 1692, during the target firing contest,
the shooter Christoph Kraetzig had the first
flintlock on his rifle and was waved off
and not allowed to fire with this gun
because, according to the privilege, only
guns with sponge or fire breaches could be
used. In the same year, the entire shooter’s
guild was in an uproar, specifically
because the measurements for the target
bird was lost. After much argument, a new
measure was decided on for the bird and
written, for posterity, into the shooter’s
manual. Duke Heinrich, in 1701, had
linden trees planted in the shooter’s plaza.
His serene highness Duke Heinrich
became the bird target champion in 1707
and then champion for disc targets in 1709.
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The shooter’s guild relocated to the
shooter’s house (today’s Lodge
Restaurant) built by Mr. Wilhelm Meyer
on Bautzen Street in the year of 1837. In
1820, the 9 year old son of the master
baker Seymert of Spremberg, who was
watching the march of the shooter’s guild
to the shooter’s house, had the misfortune,
due to the crowd on the footbridge at the
mill, to fall into the water. The commander
of the shooter’s guild, Carl Pueshell,
oblivious to the deadly conditions in which
the boy was floating dove, without thought
about the great depth of the water and the
danger to himself by the nearby mill in full
operation, into the stream and rescued the
drowning boy through unusual quick
thinking and bodily strength just a short
distance from the mill’s water wheel. He
was awarded the Red Eagle Medal 4th
Class. The local shooter’s guild received
the pleasant news from the Department of
the Interior on September 23, 1828 that its
request of August 3 to King Friedrich
Wilhelm 111 was granted and that the royal
government at Frankfurt on the Oder
received the assignment to prepare two
new banners. The guild received word on
May 27th that the banners were to be
picked up by two commissioners selected
by the shooter’s association.
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The master butcher Schetasch and the
master cloth maker Boesig were elected
and traveled to Berlin on June 2, 1829. The
banners were turned over to them on June
5 at the royal police presidium. The
banners, one blue and one white, were
designed by the art painter Riebe in Berlin.
Both contain the Spremberg coat of arms.
They were presented to the shooter’s guild

{ onthe 3" day of Whitsuntide in 1882 by

von Oertzen, the county commissioner of
the Spremberg district. They are still
presented by the guild and are an element
of adornment for it. The guild moved to its
current shooter’s house, Parma, in 1883.

* *x *

Postscript — The drought of which |
wrote at the outset of this correspondence
is over and it has rained and thundered
mightily since which kept me from mailing
this letter until today (May 17).

With greetings Hantschko

Provided by Wendish Research Exchange, www.wendishresearch.org



http://www.wendishresearch.org/

